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As Walt Disney credits his legacy to 
be started by a mouse, Frank Sarris 
as the loving man he was wanted his 
to be credited towards his lifelong 
friend, colleague, and above all his 
wife Athena. His candy business 
began after one eventful day of 
which he was given the opportunity 
to make 100$ for a few deliveries. 
These deliveries were for a 
established candy company, in 
which once he completed his job he 
asked if he was able to be toured 
around the factory. Furthermore he 
was toured, and Frank instantly 
knew what he was going to dedicate 
his career to.



Now by absolutely ANY means did 
Frank have an easy route to success. 
Nor did he have any sort of  financial 
help. His family in all intents and 
purposes were immigrants from 
Greece and also extremely poor, so 
poor in fact that when Frank was 14 
he had to lie to a local supermarket 
that he was 16. Just so that he would 
be able to make some money for him 
and his family. Before his sweet 
success as a chocolatier he also shoe 
shined, and was a forklifter soon 
after he dropped out of highschool his 
12th grade year. His forklifting  job 
was his final one before pursuing 
chocolates, and to give some financial 
perspective. Every week he would be 
payed 40$ total.



So with his mind set, his dedication, hard work, and LOVE for people and his new job. 
Frank was ready to begin the journey. He took the 100$ he made from his deliveries 
bought a book on candy making and some supplies and started experimenting in his 

basement. It wasn't all sweet sailing at first. Mistakes were made. Most were buried in the 
backyard. At night. With Frank's wife, Athena, holding the flashlight. "I didn't want the 

garbage men to see what a mess I'd made,” Frank says with a laugh.

Franks final pay-stub as a forklift.



After the official inauguration of sarris 
Candies in 1960. “ Frank has put 
countless hours into his company, and 
enjoyably so, he truly loved his job.” says 
Athena Sarris. Most days for the many 
starting  years of Sarris Candies Frank 
would work 18 hours a day. He believed 
the secret for any company to be in 
relationships both business and the 
customers, which is why it is said he was 
so successful. After perfecting his 
chocolate recipe he still had some major 
financial difficulties. But when times get 
rough his wife Athena  on multiple 
occasions the savior. She immediately 
took a job as a secretary to keep the 
family afloat while the business 
grew---something not commonly done by 
a wife and mother in those days.



Although a true basis for love Athena and Franks 
bond wasn’t always so greatly known.  "We weren't 
allowed to date, Athena remembers. We had to 
sneak." Both born to Greek immigrant families, 
Frank and Athena might have seemed like an ideal 
match. But their families--fiercely traditional--came 
from different towns in Greece. The parents wanted 
their children to find a mate not just from the old 
country, but from the old neighborhood. Athena and 
Frank continued to see each other secretly. 
Eventually, though, the sweethearts were found out. 
The families had a meeting and decided that Frank 
and Athena would be allowed to date only if they got 
engaged. "They set the engagement date, the wedding 
date, and that was it.” Athena says. The two were 
married at age 19; and 53 years, two children,
two granddaughters, and one great-grandson later, 
they are still together.



Once finally becoming fully established 
Frank eventually moved his candy making 
operations from his basement into a new 
facility. In order to secure the $15,000 
loan for the building, he had to sell his car 
for $900 as a show of good faith. For 33 
years, the Sarris family lived above the 
candy store. Now in the future of today 
the whole family is involved in the 
business. Their son, Bill, is the vice 
president in charge of operations. 
Daughter Sophia helps keep the sales 
floor humming. And granddaughters 
Candace Sarris and Athena Sarris Simms 
are in charge of marketing. And it only 
seemed to get better and better from 
there on out.



The pure love and passion towards always creating the 
highest quality for his customers did not go unnoticed. 
In the year 2001 Frank was selected as the “nations” 
Small business owner. He was awarded by the 
president personally and still to this day Athena has 
the pass from the presidents tour of the White House.  



Years of hard work with the right attitude he 
was able to build his 100$ into a company 
making roughly 25,000,000$ year round. A 
true entrepreneur looks not at others in envy, 
yet even in the darkest of times look to 
themselves for inspiration. Once Frank and 
Athena became financially sound they took no 
time to waste, and immediately began giving 
back. It is estimated that up unto this day they 
have donated nearly 20,000,000$ over the 
many years. Both being the kind hearted folks 
everyone loves, who as well both came from 
poverty give back to the fullest. They credit 
their generosity not to themselves yet to their 
community, heritage, and Orthodox religion.



even with small opportunities, a little sweetness, and a 
sweetheart, the legend of the Candyman was 
created…


